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Abstract : 

Testimony #1 was produced to “la Cour administrative d’Appel” in Paris; so the following correspondence 
is no more private but open to anybody and can be used by anybody refereeing to it. Here this concern a 
comment I submitted to Phys Rev Lett in 1991 on finite size effect in avalanches. 
 

Pacs # : 5.40 ; 45.70 ; 62.20 ; 83.70.Fn 
 

 
In 1990, 2 papers on sand avalanches were proposed for publication to Phys. Rev. 
or/and Phys. Rev. Let. by P.Evesque. The referees wanted to combined them, 
developing the content. This was done and gave Phys. Rev. A 43, 2720 
(1.March.1991) (91 quotations), meanwhile the 2 previous papers were accepted by 
J. de Physique France 51, 2515-2520, (Nov. 1990) (11 quotations) and Europhys. 
Lett. 14, 427-432, (1/3/1991) (8 quotations). A little later, the author found 
appearing in the Phys Rev A literature a new paper (Phys.Rev. A43, 7091(1991)) 
published 1.6.1991(80 quotations) by C.H.Liu, H.M. Jaeger and S.Nagel describing 
similar effects as those described in the Europphys. Lett., contained in the previous 
submission to Phys. Rev. 
 
Phys Rev or Phys Rev Lett could provide the first submission date of the first papers 
by P. Evesque, this will identify the correct schedule and gives the priority to him. 
Nov. 28, 1991, the date of the MRS meeting is just after the publication of J. de 
Phys paper. So it is clearly much after the first reviewing. 
 
Despite the modification, this paper was not accepted. I do not feel it normal or fair.   
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